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Battle for the beachfront 
 
The battle for Ohio’s beaches continues in the General Assembly with 
introduction of a new version of a bill that would allow owners of beach-front 
property to put the Lake Erie shore off limits to its true owners - the general public. 
 
The latest legislation is no better than the first. It still amounts to an audacious 
land grab to benefit a few politically connected owners of some of the state’s most 
desirable home sites along the lake. 
 
State Rep. Tim Grendell, a Chesterland Republican and author of this Robin 
Hood-in-reverse measure, continues to spread the falsehood that his bill would 
give back to shoreline property owners land that the state "took from them without 
compensation." 
 
He’s got it exactly backwards. 
 
Under federal and state laws whose foundation extends to antiquity, those who 
own beachfront land don’t own the beach or the lake in front of their property. The 
public does. 
 
As the new bill was unveiled, four former directors of the state Department of 
Natural Resources - Republicans and Democrats alike - correctly noted that the 
measure would "put our coastal resources at risk by giving those few Ohioans 
who own land directly on the lakeshore the ability to extend their holdings into the 
lake itself." 
 
Such action, the former DNR directors pointed out, would be a direct assault on 
"the heritage of all Ohioans." 
 
What Mr. Grendell’s elitist crusade boils down to is allowing well-to-do property 
owners the right to keep the public off the beach and out of the water in front of 
their homes or cottages. 
 
It would erase the ages-old doctrine of "public trust," which holds that the public at 
large owns and retains access to natural waterways for navigation, fishing, and 
recreation. 
 
This is a doctrine that has served the interests of all Ohioans equitably for some 
200 years. We see no useful purpose in abrogating the rights of the many for the 
selfish pleasures of a few. 

 
 
 
Article Features »

Printer-friendly version Email to a friend 

  

  

 

WINNERS LIST 
Click here! 
 

AUTOMOTIVE - 
NEW/USED/LEASING: 
DODGE, CHRYSLER & 
JEEP 
Monroe Dodge Chrysler 
Jeep Superstore 
 
CHIROPRATIC 
Schwanger & Associates 
Chiropractic Offices
 
COMPUTER RETAIL 
SALES, SERVICE & 
REPAIR, AND NETWORK 
SOLUTIONS 
Computer Discount
 
COSMETIC AND FAMILY 
DENTIST 
Jonathan Frankel, 
D.D.S. 
 
FUNERAL DIRECTOR
Strabler Funeral Home
 

HEARING AIDS 

toledoblade.comhttp://www.toledoblade.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20031114/OPINION02/111140151/...

toledoblade.comhttp://www.toledoblade.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20031114/OPINION02/111140151/...



TV Listings

Movie Showtimes

Horoscopes

Toledo Pros

HBA Parade of Homes

toledo

Contests

KidZone

Mud Hens Web Cam

Set As Homepage

Subscriber Services

Email Newsletter

The Blade e-edition

Advertise

About Us

Contact Us

Help & FAQs

 Forum on this topic View the Opinion index

Subcategories »

Op-Ed Columns  
Editorial Cartoons  

Editorials  
Letters to the editor  

 

Hearing Associates, Inc.
 
HEATING AND AIR 
CONDITIONING 
Shamy Heating & Air 
Conditioning 
 
HOME MORTGAGE 
EQUITY 
Midwest Mortgage 
Investments, LTD
 
INVESTMENTS, 
RETIREMENT PLANNING 
& FINANCIAL ADVICE
American Express 
Financial Advisors
 
PERSONAL INJURY AND 
MALPRACTICE LAW
Barkan & Robon Ltd.
 
PLASTIC SURGEON
Arrowhead Plastic 
Surgeons, Inc. 
 
PLUMBING 
CONTRACTOR 
The Clean Plumbers
 
REAL ESTATE 
APPRAISALS 
Continental Valuations
 
REAL ESTATE 
AUCTIONS 
Beth Rose Auction Co.
 
REALTOR 
Char Winckowski 
Re/Max Central Group
 

 
© 2003 The Blade. Privacy Statement. By using this service, you accept the terms of our visitor agreement: Please read it. 

 
The Toledo Blade Company, 541 N. Superior St., Toledo, OH 43660, (419) 724-6000  

To contact a specific department or an individual person, click here. 
   

toledoblade.comhttp://www.toledoblade.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20031114/OPINION02/111140151/...

toledoblade.com http://www.toledoblade.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20031114/OPINION02/111140151...


